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OT 651 Hebrew Readings 
Asbury Theological Seminary 
Fall 2001 
Wed/Fri 1:00 pm- 2:15 pm 
BC 223 
 
 
 
Instructor:  
Dr. Sandra Richter 
sandra_richter@asburyseminary.edu 
SPO 933 
Office: 858-2032 
 
Office Hours:   
Tuesday 10:00-11:00 am 
 Thursday 1:00-2:30 pm 
Friday 2:30-4:00 pm 
 
Course Description: An intermediate level readings class in which students will read the 
Hebrew Bible in a seminar setting twice per week. Selections will come primarily from prose 
narratives in order to reinforce standard grammatical principles. The last several weeks of the 
course will focus upon poetry. Class preparation will be complemented by weekly quizzing 
on vocabulary and verbal distinctives, a midterm, and a final exam. 
 
Course Objectives:  
1) To review, exercise, and expand language skills acquired in Elementary Hebrew 
Grammar. 
2) To increase the reading speed of the student from an elementary to an intermediate level 
by means of vocabulary acquisition and practice reading. 
3) To introduce the student to the oral recitation of the Hebrew language. 
4) To familiarize the student with the accentual system, Masora parva and text critical 
apparatus of the Masoretic text in order to further develop the student’s ability to 
establish the best reading of a text prior to exegesis.  
5) To introduce the student to the reading of Hebrew poetry. 
6) To stir within the student a love for the Hebrew text and a sense of ease with it such that 
it will remain a constant companion for future life and ministry. 
 
Grading and Requirements: 
Presence, preparedness and participation: 25% 
Weekly vocabulary & distinctives quizzes: 25% 
Midterm Exam: 25% 
Final Exam: 25% 
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Textbooks: 
 
Required 
BHS Rudolph, W. and H.P. Ruger, eds. Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, 2nd edition. Stuttgart: 
Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 1984. 
BDB Brown, Francis. The New Brown-Driver-Briggs-Gesenius Hebrew-English Lexicon. Peabody, 
Massachusetts:  Hendrickson Publishers, 1979. 
Lambdin/Seow 
EITHER Seow, C.L., A Grammar for Biblical Hebrew. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1995  
OR Lambdin, Thomas O., Introduction to Biblical Hebrew. NY: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 
1971. 
Landes, George M. A Student’s Vocabulary of Biblical Hebrew. New York: Charles Scribner’s 
Sons, 1961. 
Scott, William R. A Simplified Guide to BHS. Berkeley, CA: BIBAL Press, 1987. 
Wurthwein, Ernst. The Text of the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans, 1979. 
 
Recommended 
Armstrong, Busby, Carr, A Reader’s Hebrew-English Lexicon of the Old Testament, 3 vol.s. Grand 
Rapids: Regency Reference Library, Zondervan, most recent 
Gesenius, Kautzsch & Cowley, Gesenius’ Hebrew Grammar. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1985. 
Kelley, P., D. S. Mynatt, and T. G. Crawford, The Masorah of Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia. 
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998. 
Waltke/O’Connor, An Introduction to Biblical Hebrew Syntax. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1990. 
Tov, Emanuel. Textual Criticism of the Hebrew Bible. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1992. 
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Class Schedule 
Or 
“Great Moments in Israelite History” 
 
 
 
Class Dates 
 
BHS Secondary Readings 
Lamb    Seow       Scott 
Vocabulary 
Landes 
9/5 Introduction SS, 1 1, 2, 3 p. 3, IA 
 
9/7 
 
Gen 22:1-10 
The Binding of Isaac 
2, 3 5, 6, 7 p. 35, IIIA 
9/12 
Quiz 
Gen 22:11-19 4-6 4, 8 p. 4, IB 
9/14 
 
Exod 20:1-11 
The Decalogue 
7, 8 10 p. 35, IIIB 
9/19 
 
Quiz 
Exod 20:12-21 (cf. 
Deut 18:15-16) 
9 13 p. 5, IC, #1-25 
9/21 
 
1 Sam 17:1-16 
David & Goliath 
10, 11 14 p. 36, IIIC 
9/26 
Quiz 
1 Sam 17:17-33 12, 13 17.2 p. 6, IC, #26-51 
9/28 
 
1 Sam 17:34-45 14, 15  p. 36, IIID,  
#1-10 
10/3 
Quiz 
1 Sam 17:46-18:5 16-18 11 p. 7, IC, #52-64 
 
10/5 
 
2 Sam 7:1-17  
The Davidic Covenant 
19, 
52-54 
9, 17, 
22.1 
p. 36, IIID,  
#11-20 
10/10 
Quiz 
2 Sam 7:18-29 20 12 p. 3 IA, 45+ 
10/12 1 Kgs 18:1-15 
Elijah & Ahab 
21, 22 18 p. 4, IB, 45+ 
 
10/17 
 
1 Kgs 18:16-29 23, 24 19, 20 p. 36, IIID,  
#21-31 
10/19 
Quiz 
1 Kgs 18:30-46 25, 26 21 
 
 
 
Accents 
pp. 1, 2, 
23-34 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Masora 
parva:  
pp. 7-15 
(ref.  
pp. 35-51) 
 
 
 
10/24 
 
Midterm Exam     
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Class Dates 
 
BHS Secondary Readings 
Lamb    Seow    Scott 
Vocabulary 
Landes 
    p. 5, IC,  
#1-37, 45+ 
10/26 
 
2 Kgs 18:1-16 
Hezekiah’s Crisis 
27, 28 23 p. 6, IC,  
#38-64, 45+ 
10/31 
Quiz 
2 Kgs 18:17-37 29, 30  p. 37, IIIE 
11/2 
 
2 Kgs 19:1-19 31, 32  p. 37, IIIF 
 
11/7 
Quiz 
2 Kgs 19:20-29 33 28  breath ☺ 
11/9 
 
 
2 Kgs 19:30-37 34 22.3 p. 8, ID, #1-25 
11/14 
Quiz 
Isaiah 37:1-38 35  p. 9, ID,  
#26-44 
11/16 
 
 
Catch Up   p. 8, ID, 45+ 
11/20-11/24  
 
Reading Week  
11/28 
 
Quiz 
Psalm 15 36, 55 29.3, 4 
25.6; 
27.8 
p. 9, IE, #1-25 
11/30 
 
Psalm 132:1-9   p. 10, IE,  
#26-50 
12/5 
Quiz 
Psalm 132:10-18   p. 9, IE, 45+ 
12/7 
 
Psalm 136   
Text 
Critical 
p. 16-22 
(ref. pp. 
58- 85);  
 
 
 
Wurth- 
wein,  
pp. 47-
68 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kugel 
article 
 
 
12/10 Final Exam 
1:00-3:00 pm 
 
